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Notice: This will be the last year | will volunteer to do the newsletter. Either someone will
step into the job, or there will be no newsletter for 2007. December, 2006, will be my last
issue. | hope someone will step up and take on this role. Chris Jones

Tech tip By Geoff Stevenson

This may be the lowest-tech tech tip that's ever appeared in The Beemer Reader. It may also
be the most Canadian.

Mounting rear-view mirrors on an after-market fairing can often be a bit tricky. And, when
you're finished, you sometimes have a great view of your elbows - but not much else.

This was the problem when mounting mirrors recently on a frame-mounted German fairing for
my 1974 Honda CB550 Four. | could see my arms just fine, but seeing any traffic behind was mighty
difficult. The challenge was simple: Find a shim about an inch thick that would move each mirror out
from the fairing and improve the picture in each glass.

But what to use? | considered shaping two pieces of wood, painting them black, and bolting
them in place. That would have worked fine, but it involved a modest amount of work and | was
worried about whether the wood might transmit any vibration from the fairing onto the mirrors, thus
distorting the view at higher revs.

Then it dawned on me: Why not use a hockey puck? So | bought two at Canadian Tire ($1.99
each), cut them to size with a carbide-tipped blade on my table saw and drilled them in the
appropriate places. Of course, because the original 6mm mounting bolts on the mirrors were
designed to go through thin fibreglass and not a thick piece of hard rubber, | had to lengthen them.

Some nifty shade tree wrenching led me to buy two threaded links designed to join 1/4in.
threaded rod. | ran a 6mm tap through one end (the two threads are similar, although Mr. Honda
would undoubtedly have been appalled by my plan). Then, | threaded that end onto the mirror bolt
and threaded a 1/4in stainless bolt through the fairing and into the other end of the link. Of course, it
would have been much easier with a metric threaded link, but | didn't know where to find one. | could
have made two of them (easier in aluminum than steel), but | reckoned the re-threaded link would just
fine. So far, it has.

The result: The mirrors are now 2 inches farther apart and the view is excellent. Better still, the
hard rubber puck seems to stop any vibration: The road behind stays clear at any speed.

October 01, 2006 meeting at Chequered Flag Restaurant 9:30am







